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What is ESOS?
On 26 June 2014, the Department of Energy and Climate Change (DECC), now
incorporated with BEIS, published the Energy Savings Opportunity Scheme (ESOS)
Regulations 2014 to help meet the UK's requirements under Article 8 of the EU
Energy Efficiency Directive.
ESOS is an energy assessment scheme that is mandatory for organisations
in the UK that are classified as large enterprises or are part of a large group
enterprise (follow the flow chart below to identify if your organisation qualifies).

ESOS could save
organisations
more than £31bn
between 2015
and 2030

According to the government, the scheme will identify thousands of energysaving initiatives in buildings, industrial activities, and transportation, which
could save organisations more than £31bn between 2015 and 2030 if all the
recommendations in the ESOS reports are carried out.

Does my organisation need to comply?
Is the organisation subject to the
public contracts regulations 2006?



No the organisation is exempt

Does the organisation have
250 or more employees?



Yes the organisation is a
large enterprise

Is the organisation's annual turnover
more than £38.937m and balance
sheet in excess of £33.486m?



Yes the organisation is a
large enterprise



Yes the organisation is part
of a large group enterprise





Is the organisation part of a corporate
group that includes one or more
'large enterprise' in the UK?


No the organisation is exempt
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To discuss how ESOS may
affect your organisation
and to find out more about
how we can help you to
comply, contact a CIBSE
ESOS Lead Assessor today:
Find an assessor near
you:
www.cibsecertification.co.uk/
online-register
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What do organisations need to do to comply with ESOS?
The scheme requires qualifying organisations to undertake assessments
looking at energy use and energy efficiency opportunities across the whole
business at least once every four years.
ESOS participants must:

1

Measure total energy consumption
Measure total energy consumption across buildings, transport
and industrial activities.

2

Conduct energy audits to identify cost-effective
energy efficiency recommendations
Ensuring that at least 90% of total energy consumption is covered by 		
an ESOS compliant energy audit, a Display Energy Certificate, a 		
Green Deal Assessment, or that 100% of energy use has a certified
ISO 50001 Energy Management System.
Unless total energy consumption is covered by a certified ISO 50001
Energy Management System, organisations must ensure that its 		
ESOS Assessement is conducted or reviewed by a qualified Lead
Assessor.

3

90% of total energy
consumption is
subject to an
ESOS compliant
energy audit
or acceptable
alternative

Report compliance to the Environment Agency
Notify the Environment Agency (as the scheme administrator) that 		
they have complied with the scheme by 5 December 2019.

Important to note:
The ESOS report has to be signed off by a board member of the
organisation being audited and approved by a Lead Assessor.
There is no legal obligation for organisations to carry out the report's
recommendations. However, CIBSE advises that organisations entering
this process with the intention of acting on recommendations with a
sound economic case, will get far more out of the exercise than simply
legal compliance. The money saved by acting should, in most cases,
cover the cost of compliance.

The money saved
by acting should,
in most cases,
cover the cost of
compliance.

The scheme compliance bodies* will have the authority to apply civil
penalties against an organisation found to be required to participate
in ESOS and be non-compliant.
*Environment Agency in England, Natural Resources Wales, Northern Ireland
Environment Agency, The Scottish Environment Protection Agency (SEPA)
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Timetable: Phase 2
The first compliance deadline was 5 December 2015.
The second compliance phase lasts from 6 December 2015 to 5 December 2019
and the qualification date for eligible organisations is 31 December 2018.
6 Dec 2015

31 Dec 2018

Qualification date

5 Dec 2019

Compliance date

Compliance phase 2
Important to note
The data used for ESOS Energy Audits must:
•

Cover a period of 12 consecutive months data on energy use.

•

Begin no earlier than 12 months before commencement of the compliance
phase (i.e. 6 December 2014)

•

Begin no earlier than 24 months before the commencement of the first
ESOS Energy Audit that the participant undertakes within the compliance
phase (i.e an Energy Audit underaken on 1 April 2019, must begin no earlier
than 1 April 2017)

•

Not extend beyond the 5 December 2019.

The data used
must cover
12 consecutive
months of
energy use

How to find a CIBSE ESOS Lead Assessor
CIBSE's major focus is on the energy performance of buildings and CIBSE
Certification Ltd was one of the first professional bodies to be approved by
the Environment Agency to operate a register of ESOS Lead Assessors. CIBSE
Certification can also provide assessors with experience in other sectors (industrial
activities and transportation) which means you can find a suitable ESOS Lead
Assessor whatever your energy mix.

CIBSE's major
focus is on
the energy
performance of
buildings

Organisations can be confident using CIBSE Certification registered ESOS Lead
Assessors, as they:
•

are recognised by the Environment Agency as eligible to perform ESOS
audits,

•

have at least two, and typically more than four years, relevant experience
in addition to the qualifications they hold,

•

are trained to provide high quality information.
ESOS Lead Assessor Search Tool
Find your nearest ESOS Lead Assessor by
using our online register. Searches can
also be done by ESOS specialism.

www.cibsecertification.co.uk/
online-register
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How to become a CIBSE ESOS Lead Assessor?
The ESOS regulations require that ESOS Lead Assessors be sourced from
approved existing schemes run by professional bodies, such as the CIBSE
Low Carbon Consultants register. Therefore CIBSE ESOS Lead Assessor
applicants are required to be registered as a CIBSE Low Carbon Consultant.
The two application routes are:

1

Yet to become a CIBSE Low Carbon Consultant (LCC)

ESOS regulations
require that ESOS
Lead Assessors
be sourced from
approved existing
schemes

Candidates are required to:
Pass an LCC assessment for which there are no formal entry
requirements, but it is advised that candidates familiarise
themselves with the level of knowledge and experience (at least
two years) expected beforehand and take appropriate training.
Visit www.cibse.org/energy-assessor-training for more details and a list
of upcoming training dates.
Once the exam is passed, complete the LCC application process.
Visit www.cibsecertification.co.uk for details on the LCC application
process.
Complete step 2 below.

2

Already a CIBSE Low Carbon Consultant (LCC)
Candidates are required to:
Complete an ESOS Lead Assessor training course and assessment.
Visit www.cibse.org/esos-training for more details and a list of
upcoming training dates.
Ensure all maintenance requirements are up to date including
insurance details, Code of Conduct signed and that a Part L 2013
update assessment has been undertaken.
Download the ESOS Lead Assessor Application Pack from
www.cibsecertification.co.uk and return the completed
application to epc@cibsecertification.org.

In-house training
CIBSE can offer in-house training for both LCC and ESOS training. If you would
like more information or a quote please contact the CIBSE Training team on 020
8772 3660 or training@cibse.org

Why choose CIBSE Certification?
CIBSE Certification can offer a wealth of knowledge in building services.
We aim to provide a quality service to all applicants. Certifying knowledgeable
practitioners in the industry offering them technical support, software support,
entrance to the CIBSE LCC, LCEA and ESOS registers, ongoing marketing of our
assessors, competitive rates for lodgements, and quality assurance.
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For more information and
to discuss your application
to become a CIBSE ESOS
Lead Assessor contact our
Certification team today:
+44 (0)20 8772 3649
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Further Reading
The Energy Savings Opportunity Scheme Regulations 2014
www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2014/1643/contents/made
EU Energy Efficiency Directive
http://ec.europa.eu/energy/efficiency/eed/eed_en.htm
Department of Business Energy and Industrial Strategy Guide to ESOS
www.gov.uk/government/publications/comply-with-the-energy-savings-opportunityscheme-esos
www.gov.uk/government/publications/approaches-to-esos-audits
'The Persuaders' CIBSE Journal Article, November 2014
http://portfolio.cpl.co.uk/CIBSE/201411/esos

Contact us
CIBSE Certification Ltd
222 Balham High Road
London
SW12 9BS
T: +44 (0)20 8772 3649
epc@cibsecertification.org

www.cibsecertification.co.uk
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